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SILICON IN MAY 1999

In May, domestic shipments and overall production of silicon
ferroalloys plus metal, excluding silvery pig iron, were estimated
to have increased by about 2% and decreased by about 6%,
respectively, compared with those for the prior month, according
to the U.S. Geological Survey.   Total producer stocks decreased
by about 7%.  Production and stocks were the lowest of the year
to date.

April trade data are included in this report.  Trade data for May
were unavailable at the time of publication and will be included in
a subsequent report.

Published prices for silicon-based commodities are listed
below (Source: Platt's Metals Week).  Ferrosilicon prices are
based on the contained weight of silicon.  All prices are posted in
cents per pound.

The U.S. International Trade Commission suspended its
changed circumstances review that was initiated in July 1998 of
its previous affirmative determinations concerning countervailing
duties on ferrosilicon from Venezuela and antidumping duties on
ferrosilicon from Brazil, China, Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, and
Venezuela.  Instead, the Commission decided to reconsider these
previous determinations (U.S. International Trade Commission,
1999).
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Dealer Import Prices

50% Ferrosilicon 75% Ferrosilicon Silicon Metal
May 7 50.0-53.0 40.0-41.0   61.0-66.0  
May 14  50.0-53.0 40.2-41.2  61.0-66.0
May 21 50.0-53.0 40.7-42.5   61.0-66.0
May 28 47.0-51.0 42.0-43.5    61.0-66.0



TABLE  1 
 U.S. PRODUCTION,  SHIPMENTS,  AND PRODUCER STOCKS OF SILICON ALLOYS AND METAL,

IN MAY 1999 1/ 2/ 3/

(Metric tons)

Gross production 4/ Net shipments
Material Year to  date Year to  date Stocks

Ferrosilicon:
   25%-55% silicon 5/ 20,900 109,000 14,800 77,800 45,800
   56%-95% silicon 11,200 60,600 14,700 63,500 22,800
Silicon metal:
   Excludes semiconductor grades 15,400 81,000 16,600 79,900 8,680
1/  Data are rounded to three significant digits.
2/  Includes U.S. Geological Survey estimates.
3/  Data for silvery pig iron (less than 25% silicon) withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
4/  Ferrosilicon production includes material consumed in the production of miscellaneous silicon alloys.
5/  Includes miscellaneous silicon alloys.

TABLE  2
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN APRIL 1999  1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
    More than 55% silicon:
         Canada 419 251 $283,000 2,350 1,410 $1,400,000
         Costa Rica -- -- -- 3 2 2,810
         Japan -- -- -- 5 3 3,880
         Korea, Republic of 179 108 144,000 898 539 757,000
         Mexico 189 121 196,000 617 404 744,000
             Total 788 480 623,000 3,870 2,360 2,910,000
    Other ferrosilicon:
         Belgium -- -- -- 1,800 901 2,010,000
         Canada 547 274 352,000 2,480 1,240 1,720,000
         China 99 49 78,200 600 300 474,000
         Germany 16 9 27,700 211 106 229,000
         India 971 486 767,000 1,590 797 1,270,000
         Japan 2,220 1,110 1,750,000 4,400 2,200 3,470,000
         Korea, Republic of 297 148 235,000 885 442 699,000
         Mexico 67 34 75,300 341 171 446,000
         Taiwan 80 40 63,000 241 121 191,000
         United Kingdom 273 136 201,000 473 237 380,000
         Other (10 countries) 147 73 116,000 381 191 327,000
             Total 4,720 2,360 3,670,000 13,400 6,700 11,200,000
             Total ferrosilicon 5,510 2,840 4,290,000 17,300 9,060 14,100,000
Metal:
     More than 99.99 % silicon:
          China 12 XX 235,000 62 XX 2,880,000
          Czech Republic -- XX -- 5 XX 237,000
          Finland -- XX -- 5 XX 233,000
          Germany 4 XX 402,000 13 XX 815,000
          Japan 219 XX 13,500,000 568 XX 36,300,000
          Korea, Republic of 69 XX 2,930,000 142 XX 4,820,000
          Malaysia 8 XX 1,730,000 28 XX 6,150,000
          Poland 6 XX 286,000 8 XX 418,000
          Taiwan 17 XX 1,240,000 50 XX 4,450,000
          United Kingdom 3 XX 702,000 13 XX 3,550,000
          Other (28 countries) 8 XX 491,000 28 XX 2,070,000
              Total 345 345 e/ 21,600,000 922 922 e/ 61,900,000
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE  2--Continued
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN APRIL 1999  1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight          Value
Metal--Continued:
     99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
          Australia -- -- -- 2 2 $3,000
          Belgium -- -- -- 6 6 8,290
          Germany 2 2 $3,500 2 2 3,500
          Japan 72 71 101,000 99 98 145,000
          Spain -- -- -- 4 4 5,700
            Total 74 73 104,000 114 113 166,000
     Other silicon:
         Argentina -- -- -- 72 70 95,200
         Canada 884 858 890,000 2,860 2,780 2,870,000
         Dominican Republic 2 2 8,780 15 15 51,200
         Germany 1 1 10,000 170 165 236,000
         Japan 1,050 1,020 1,390,000 1,830 1,780 2,550,000
         Korea, Republic of 10 9 18,800 41 40 61,000
         Mexico 3,440 3,340 4,600,000 5,150 5,000 6,970,000
         Spain 14 14 18,800 17 16 22,200
         Taiwan 250 243 330,000 556 540 733,000
         Thailand -- -- -- 17 16 42,100
          Other (16 countries) 44 42 176,000 99 96 343,000
             Total 5,700 5,530 7,440,000 10,800 10,500 14,000,000
             Total silicon metal 6,120 5,950 29,100,000 11,900 11,500 76,000,000
e/  Estimated.    XX  Not applicable.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source:  Bureau of the Census.

TABLE 3 
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN APRIL 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date  p/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
    55% - 80% silicon, over 3% Ca:
        Argentina -- -- -- 120 73 $148,000
        Brazil -- -- -- 20 13 23,300
        Macedonia -- -- -- 5,520 4,200 3,050,000
            Total -- -- -- 5,660 4,280 3,230,000
    55% - 80% silicon, Other:
        Canada 307 236 $257,000 1,820 1,360 1,300,000
        France 121 83 251,000 415 274 853,000
        Germany 52 39 187,000 172 129 743,000
        Iceland 4,700 3,530 2,610,000 7,500 5,630 3,860,000
        Mexico 17 11 73,700 47 31 214,000
        Norway 8,540 6,530 5,090,000 28,000 21,300 17,600,000
        South Africa -- -- -- 9,400 7,170 5,470,000
        United Kingdom 11 8 73,600 42 29 253,000
        Venezuela 180 138 159,000 200 154 176,000
            Total 13,900 10,600 8,700,000 47,600 36,100 30,500,000
     80% - 90% silicon: -- -- -- -- -- --
     More than 90%  silicon: -- -- -- -- -- --
     Magnesium ferrosilicon:
        Argentina -- -- -- 404 192 386,000
        Brazil 146 66 49,100 953 451 658,000
        Canada 37 18 38,000 46 22 45,600
        China 1,340 643 1,030,000 2,020 964 1,570,000
        Japan  16 8 36,700 47 24 110,000
        Norway 1,240 573 1,230,000 4,190 2,090 4,250,000
            Total 2,780 1,310 2,390,000 7,660 3,740 7,020,000
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN APRIL 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date  p/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon--Continued:
     Other ferrosilicon:
        Canada 551 189 $464,000 3,180 1,120 $2,530,000
        France -- -- -- 41 20 96,900
        Germany 80 12 102,000 80 12 102,000
        Japan  (4/) (4/) 2,700 (4/) (4/) 2,700
        Norway -- -- -- 102 78 147,000
        South Africa -- -- -- 55 8 48,900
            Total 631 201 569,000 3,460 1,240 2,920,000
            Total ferrosilicon 17,300 12,100 11,700,000 64,300 45,400 43,600,000
Metal:
    More than 99.99% silicon:
        Canada (4/) XX 4,710 (4/) XX 20,400
        China -- XX -- 1 XX 2,420
        Denmark -- XX -- (4/) XX 7,210
        Germany 64 XX 4,320,000 134 XX 14,000,000
        Italy 33 XX 1,630,000 211 XX 9,530,000
        Japan 74 XX 2,230,000 230 XX 6,230,000
        Korea, Republic of 5 XX 106,000 20 XX 387,000
        Taiwan 4 XX 118,000 29 XX 363,000
        Ukraine (4/) XX 17,700 (4/) XX 32,300
        United Kingdom 1 XX 86,500 3 XX 451,000
        Other  (3 countries) (4/) XX 2,050 (4/) XX 17,900
            Total 181 181 e/ 8,510,000 628 628 e/ 31,000,000
     99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
        Australia 40 40 54,500 442 439 640,000
        Brazil 1,180 1,170 1,370,000 2,540 2,520 3,140,000
        Canada 682 676 995,000 4,970 4,930 7,700,000
        China 20 20 17,600 200 199 176,000
        France -- -- -- 962 955 1,300,000
        Norway  -- -- -- 1,380 1,370 1,730,000
        Russia 270 268 295,000 1,070 1,000 1,490,000
        Saudi Arabia 60 59 57,900 220 218 213,000
        South Africa 1,500 1,490 2,090,000 5,480 5,440 7,090,000
        Ukraine -- -- -- 280 278 323,000
        Other  (5 countries) 43 43 78,100 190 185 417,000
            Total 3,790 3,760 4,960,000 17,700 17,500 24,200,000
     Other silicon:
        Brazil 320 315 345,000 939 924 1,040,000
        Canada 1,350 1,320 1,660,000 2,900 2,860 3,980,000
        China  120 118 112,000 640 631 553,000
        Korea, Republic of 60 59 58,100 119 112 114,000
        Macedonia -- -- -- 107 104 122,000
        Russia  3,480 3,360 3,870,000 6,460 6,290 7,240,000
        Saudi Arabia  800 780 790,000 4,630 4,500 4,970,000
        South Africa -- -- -- 2,400 2,350 2,410,000
        Spain 82 81 122,000 82 81 122,000
        United Kingdom 38 37 50,300 94 90 130,000
        Other  (3 countries) 78 77 131,000 114 113 171,000
            Total 6,320 6,140 7,140,000 18,500 18,000 20,900,000
            Total silicon metal 10,300 10,100 20,600,000 36,800 36,200 76,100,000
e/  Estimated.    p/ Preliminary.   XX  Not applicable.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
3/ May include revisions to previous months' data.
4/ Less than 1/2 unit.

Source: Bureau of the Census.


